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Formally recognized bodies:

 International:

 Regional
(Europe):

 National: 
National Standards Bodies (CEN) or
National Committees (CENELEC)
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European Committee for standardization 
(non-electrotechnical and non-communications)

European Committee for electrotechnical 
standardization

European Telecommunications Standardization

Institute

European Standards 
Organizations:



What are CEN & CENELEC? (1)

 The European Standardization Organizations, the members of which 

are the National Standards Bodies of the EU and EFTA

 CEN & CENELEC are private non-profit organisations, incorporated 

under Belgian law

 2 Counsellors (European Commission, EFTA)

 CEN-CENELEC Management Centre (CCMC), Brussels

 Recognized by the European Authorities as two of the three competent 

standardisation bodies for the EU (see Directive 98/34/EC)
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 In CEN, over 60 000 experts of all fields are active in 

standardisation work

 CENELEC has some 6 500 experts working in 

58 Technical Committees and 14 Subcommittees

 Experts from authorities, industry, consumer organisations, 

etc. (i.e. the stakeholders) participate in the standardisation 

process, which is open and transparent 

What are CEN & CENELEC? (2)
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CEN & CENELEC
 31 Members 

(NSB/NC of 27 EU Members +
3 EFTA countries + Croatia)

 Affiliates

 Associate Members (CEN)

 Co-operating Partners (CLC)

ETSI

National standards body +  
membership of companies 
and other entities

Associate Members

Members CLC Affiliates    Neighbouring countries
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CEN & CENELEC Members ?



Standards, regulations and private 

specifications

Regulations

Standards

Professional good practice, corporate spec., etc.

Mandatory

Voluntary Public

Private

CEN Workshop Agreement
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Law


